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Jeff Branick currently serves as the Jefferson County Judge. He has worked 
tirelessly on coastal erosion protection and hurricane storm surge protection 
for coastal residents. In recognition of his efforts, he was awarded the 
Wetlands Conservation Achievement Award by Ducks Unlimited at the 2017 
National Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference in Spokane, Washington. 
He was recently appointed by Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush to the 
Coastal Coordination Advisory Committee for the Texas Coastal Management 
Program and by the Environmental Protection Agency Local Government 
Advisory Council. He has been involved in numerous civic, social, and faith-

based organizations serving as officer, board member and legal counsel. Commissioner of The Texas 
State Commission on National and Community Service, Port Cities Rescue Mission Ministries Board 
(president), YMCA Port Arthur board, president, and other offices. Also, legal counsel to Southeast Texas 
Regional Planning Commission, Leadership Southeast Texas, Red Cross board, Boy Scout fundraiser 
chairman, leader and board member of Young Life Ministries, a high school Christian outreach, and 
many other church and charitable boards. He is a member of the board of the Southeast Texas 
Government Employees Benefits Pool and has been the president of the Jefferson County Housing 
Finance Corporation for many years.  

Charles “Matt” Brazil is the Transportation Planning and Development director for the Lufkin District at 
TxDOT. Prior to this role, Matt was the Nacogdoches Area Engineer for the Lufkin District. He was 
responsible for overseeing construction and maintenance operations for the Nacogdoches, Shelby, San 
Augustine, and Sabine Counties within the Lufkin District. Matt has been with TxDOT for 11 years. He 
earned his B.S. in civil engineering from Texas A&M. After earning a Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering from Texas A&M University in December 2007, Matt worked in the private sector 
conducting geotechnical and materials testing. Matt began his TxDOT career in July 2010 in the Lufkin 
Central Design office. In December 2012, he became a licensed professional engineer and was promoted 
to the Nacogdoches Area office as the project engineer for the US 84 Sabine River bridge project 
between Joaquin, TX, and Logansport, LA. In July 2015, Matt was named Assistant Area Engineer for the 
Nacogdoches Office. 
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Dr. Daniel A. Brown currently serves as Lamar University’s Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs. Prior to assuming these roles, Brown served as 
dean of University College, Director of the PACE Center and Principal 
Investigator for U.S. Department of Education Title III / V Hispanic Serving 
Programs at Texas State University. Before joining Texas State, Brown served 
as dean of the University at Texas A&M University-Kingsville. In addition to his 
duties as dean, he authored and served as principal investigator on three Title 
V / CCRAA Hispanic Serving Institutions grant projects. Prior to coming to 
Texas, Brown served as a faculty member, interim department chair and 

program coordinator at Eastern New Mexico University. Brown received his Ph.D. in plant pathology 
from Oklahoma State University and M.S. and B.S. degrees in biology from Pittsburg State University. 
Brown has also served his academic community, serving as president of the Association of Deans and 
Directors of University Colleges and the New Mexico Higher Education Assessment Association. Until his 
transition to Lamar University, Brown was a member of and chairperson for the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board’s Undergraduate Education Advisory Council. Dann and his wife, Lisa, are the proud 
parents of a son, Michael. The family resides in Beaumont. 

David A. Dean, J.D. serves as President and Chief Executive Officer of Dean 
International, Inc., an international public policy consultancy and the principal 
consultancy for TEX-21. He is a member in good standing of the Dallas Bar, 
State Bar of Texas, and American Bar Associations. David served the State of 
Texas for over a decade as general counsel to both Republican Governor 
William P. Clements, Jr., and his predecessor, Democratic Governor Dolph 
Briscoe. He also served as Texas Secretary of State under Governor Clements. 
He has been a leader in multimodal transportation policy and project 
development for over 4 decades. He is currently heavily involved with surface 

corridor coalitions spanning the state and nation. He has experience on numerous boards, agencies and 
special committees throughout the United States. Mr. Dean is also an Emeritus member of the National 
Association of Secretaries of State; he is also an Eagle Scout.  

Lorena Echeverria de Misi, P.E. is the Corridor Planning Branch Manager in 
the Freight, Trade, and Connectivity Section of the TPP Division at TxDOT. She 
has over 25 years’ experience in the transportation industry, 14 years of that 
in the private sector and 11 years’ service with TxDOT. She joined TPP Division 
at the beginning of this year. She leads the transportation corridor planning 
program for the state, with a focus on statewide, regional, and cross-district 
needs. Lorena and her team perform end-to-end corridor studies, feasibility 
studies, develop corridor-wide implementation plans, and aid districts in the 
development of their corridor planning needs. At the beginning of 2013, 

Lorena then took on the role of Director of Transportation Planning and Development (TP&D) for the 
Austin District. As TP&D, she was responsible for managing the district’s 10-year project portfolio 
including programming, funding, planning, environmental, schematics, ROW, utilities, survey, and final 
design. 
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Gary Fickes serves as Tarrant County Commissioner, and he is a native of 
Houston, Texas. He moved to north Texas in 1979. From 1989 to 1996, Gary 
served as Mayor of Southlake during which time he gained hands-on 
experience in helping to build a great community. He was elected Tarrant 
County Commissioner in 2006, then re-elected in 2008, 2012, and 2016. He is 
Vice Chairman of the National Association of Counties Transportation 
Committee, Chairman of TEX-21, former Chairman of the North Central Texas 
Council of Governments Regional Transportation Council, former Chairman of 
the Tarrant Regional Transportation Coalition, and a member of the Governor’s 

Economic Development Stakeholders Committee. Commissioner Fickes formed a Senior Task Force to 
address the needs of senior citizens in our community and find solutions to improve their well-being. 

Chris Fisher is the Port Director & CEO of the Port of Beaumont. Fisher joined 
the Port of Beaumont in 1981. He was appointed as the Port Director and CEO 
on May 20, 2002. As Port Director, Fisher is responsible for the day-to-day 
operations of the port. Fisher began his career as a member of the port’s 
security/police while attending Lamar University. He obtained advanced 
certification from the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement while serving in 
this capacity. He has also served as Sales Representative, Manager of 
Administration, and Director of Finance and Administration at the port prior to 
serving as Port Director. Fisher holds a Bachelor of Business Administration 

degree from Lamar University (1988) and a Master of Business Administration degree from Lamar 
University (1993). Fisher also serves as Secretary-Treasurer of the Foreign Trade Zone of Southeast 
Texas. He is a past president of the Gulf Ports Association (2015), the Texas Ports Association (2005- 
2008) and is past Vice President and current member of the Texas Department of Transportation’s Port 
Authority Advisory Committee. He currently serves on the board of the American Association of Port 
Authorities and is chairman of American Association of Port Authorities’ National Defense Committee. 
Fisher is a native and lifelong resident of Southeast Texas. He and his wife, Melissa, reside in Beaumont. 

 

James Gentry currently serves as the Executive Director of the Crockett 
Economic and Industrial Development Corporation (Crockett EDC). He is a 
resourceful Engineering and Management professional with over thirty years 
of diverse and increasingly responsible experience in the power generation, oil 
& gas, plastics, and glass bead manufacturing environments. He has 
demonstrated success in engineering management, capital budgeting, ERP 
implementation, cost control, PM/TPM, TQM, process DE-bottlenecking, 
technical trouble- shooting, and equipment reliability. He brings 
communication and leadership skills to his position, and he focuses on 

motivating and inspiring people. He earned a BS in Mechanical Engineering from Prairie View A&M 
University. 
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Adam Jack serves as the Director of Transportation Planning & Development 
for the Beaumont District. He was raised in the Washington D.C. area and is a 
graduate of West Virginia University Institute of Technology.  He began his 
career working as a summer construction intern.  Adam entered private sector 
consulting in 1986 designing, inspecting, and maintaining transportation 
facilities throughout the mid-Atlantic and Gulf Coast regions working for nearly 
a dozen different state transportation departments.  He joined public sector 
service in 2006 as an Assistant District Administrator for the Virginia 
Department of Transportation.  Wanting to be closer to his two sons in Texas, 

Adam joined TxDOT in 2013. During his career, Adam has been involved with all types of transportation 
projects and delivery methods, both as a consultant and owner, including multi-billion dollar projects.  
He currently resides in Beaumont with his wife, Pamela, enjoying music and supporting leadership 
programs. 

Geir-Eilif Kalhagen presently serves as the Director of the Maritime division for 
the Texas Department of Transportation. Geir-Eilif Kalhagen is recognized as an 
authoritative voice on the confluence of private maritime industry and public 
port management and has been a guest speaker on several topics for the 
American Association of Public Ports. Mr. Kalhagen brings over three decades 
of direct experience in the Global Supply Chain, with an emphasis and core 
proficiencies in the Maritime sector, global logistics and international 
commerce. This broad level of experience has been acquired during 
International deployment in S.E. Asia, Asia, North America, and Europe. Mr. 

Kalhagen’s global experience in the private sector along with his tenure as CEO and Executive Director in 
the Washington State Public Port system has led to recognition and appointments to National and 
International organizations. He has served as the First Vice President of the Americas for the 
International Association of Ports and Harbors. Kalhagen was equally recognized on the state level 
serving as Vice Chair for the Washington Public Ports Association. 
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Larry Kelley serves as Port Director and CEO for the Port of Port Arthur in Port 
Arthur, Texas. Larry is actively engaged in port growth while focusing on local 
jobs and economic development at a modern maritime transportation facility. 
Overseeing over $150 million dollars in capital infrastructure projects, the port 
is growing and expanding. His career to date involves many aspects of the 
transportation industry including marine, rail, trucking, pipeline, aviation, and 
facility operations. Beyond transportation operations, he is actively in engaged 
in State and Federal transportation policy and planning. Prior to joining the 
port, he oversaw Texas operations and management of a large third-party 

logistics company. Occupationally he is a Certified Logistics Professional, CLP and a Professional Port 
Manager, PPM. Over the years, Larry has served on various state, national and international industry 
trade boards in a range of leadership capacities. Currently he serves as a board member for the Port 
Arthur International Seafarers’ Center, Southeast Texas Economic Development Foundation, and the 
Regional Economic Development Initiative. He is the Immediate Past Chairman of the Southeast Texas 
Waterway Advisory Committee, SETWAC (area harbor safety committee) and past member of Texas 
Dept of Transportation, TxDOT’s Port Authority Advisory Committee. 

Dr. Ghassan “Gus” Khankarli, Ph.D. PE, PMP, CLTD currently serves as the 
Director of the City of Dallas’ Department of Transportation. In his current 
position, Dr. Khankarli leads the department’s multimodal strategic vision 
including the integration of transportation assets with emerging technology 
needs. Dr. Khankarli has over 30 years of professional experience including 24 
years in various capacity with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT). 
Dr. Khankarli is a member of TRB’s Standing Committees on Aviation 
Administration and Policy (AV 010) and Intermodal Freight Transport (AT 045) 
as well as North Central Texas Council of Governments’ Unmanned Aerial 

Systems (UAS) working group and TxDOT’s Urban Air Mobility (UAM) committee. Dr. Khankarli holds a 
doctoral degree in Public Affairs from the University of Texas at Dallas, an MBA from the University of 
Dallas, a Master of Engineering, and a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of 
Texas at Arlington. 

LTC Tyler Olsen is the Commander, 842nd Transportation Battalion, for the 
Port of Beaumont. He began his military career as an Air Force Airmen in 1993. 
He last served as the Acting Director of Operational Energy-Resilience in the 
Office of the Acting Secretary of Defense for Sustainment (Environment and 
Energy Resilience Office). His combat and operational assignments include 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 1, 2003; Operation New Dawn 2011; Operation 
United Assistance, 2014.  A few of his awards and decorations include: The 
Bronze Star Medal (1OLC), Meritorious Service Medal (2OLC), Army 
Commendation Medal (3OLC), Army Achievement Medal (3OLC), Army Good 

Conduct Medal, Air force Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal (1OLC), Southwest Asia 
Service Medal (4 Campaign Stars), Iraqi Campaign Medal. 
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Dr. Jaime R. Taylor is the 16th president of Lamar University, which serves 
more than 17,000 students in both undergraduate and graduate programs. 
Before his appointment in July 2021, Taylor served as Marshall University's 
provost and senior vice president for academic affairs. Signature achievements 
during his time at Marshall include strategic planning and programming to 
support dramatic increases in first-year retention and six-year graduation 
rates, the development of new academic programs including a fixed-wing 
aviation program and a Doctor of Business Administration, and the doubling of 
university-wide research expenditures, the latter leading to a new Carnegie 

classification for Marshall as an R2 research institution. Prior to his work at Marshall, Taylor spent a 
significant portion of his career at Austin Peay State University, where he served two years as interim 
provost and vice president for academic affairs, eight years as dean of the College of Science and 
Mathematics and eight years as chair of the Department of Physics and Astronomy. Taylor is an award-
winning teacher of physics and was honored as an Austin Peay State University Outstanding Alumni.  

 

 


